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September 2021 

THE EPISTLE OF ST. THOMAS 

Who Is My Neighbor? 

This is the critical question. If, as Jesus claimed, all the Law (Torah) and the prophetic writings hang 

on the equality of love of God and love of neighbor, it begs this question.  

A lawyer once asked it of Jesus and he told him a story about a man beaten, robbed, and left severely 

wounded in a ditch. Two religious people saw the man and chose to leave him walking by on the 

other side of the road. But a hated enemy of the religious people, saw him and took pity on him. The 

heretic, bound the wounds of the poor soul in the ditch and took to a place of rest where he could 

heal. This heretic, who did not know, love, or worship God in the right way, paid someone else to 

care for the wounded man and nurse him back to health as the heretic returned to his journey. Turns 

out the man labelled heretic and sinner by the religious people recognized his neighbor in the beaten 

man and acted as God would have us. 

I have been reading, The Hole in our Gospel, written by Richard Stearns, former President of World 

Vision, a global charity which tends to the needs off the sick and destitute around the world. 

He writes of an atheist Dr. Peter Singer, professor of bioethics at Princeton University who writes 

this:  

Suppose on my way to give a lecture I notice that a small child has fallen into a pond and is in 

danger of drowning. Would anyone deny that I ought to wade in and pull the child out? … A 

plausible principle that would support the judgment that I ought to pull the child out is this: If it is in 

our power to prevent something very bad from happening, without thereby sacrificing anything of 

comparable moral significance, we ought to do it.  This principle seems uncontroversial.  

Nevertheless, [this principle] is deceptive. If it were seriously acted upon, our lives and our world 

would be fundamentally changed. For the principle applies …  to the everyday situation in which we 

can assist those living in absolute poverty.  

From a moral point of view, the development of the world into a “global village” has made an 

important, though still unrecognized difference to our moral situation… There would seem, there, to 

be no possible justification for discriminating on geographic grounds. 

foundations with an earthquake. The recovery process will take months even years in many cases. 

The exodus of our troops and Afghans that worked with them, from Afghanistan means we will 

absorb many thousands of refugees fleeing the Taliban into our communities. They will need 

sponsors, homes, and language skills to make their new country not just a safe haven, but a home.  

“Indifference is a paralysis of the soul, a premature death.” Anton Chekov 

“The opposite of love is not hate but indifference.” – Elie Wiesel 

 

Bob Pierce, the founder of World Vision, used this prayer to keep his perspective as he worked 

among and for the poor of this world: “Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of 
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But we do discriminate between who we help and who gets left by the roadside every day. In her 

book, Compassion Fatigue, Susan Moeller quotes a shocking statement often hear in newsrooms 

around the country – In the news business, one dead fireman in Brooklyn is worth five English 

bobbies, who are worth fifty Arabs, who are worth five hundred Africans. Just 6 % of charitable 

giving in the US reaches beyond our borders. We turn our heads, roll our eyes, and speak of the 

needs of our country, our people and the way life has always been in places far flung from our nice 

neighborhoods. 

Today we are facing multiple crises which call out for our attention and charity. Hurricane Ida has 

slammed Louisiana, which has been rocked by 3 major storms in the last year. The wildfires in the 

West are destroying huge swaths of forestland, destroying homes, and displacing thousands. Haiti 

has once again been shaken to its foundations with an earthquake. The recovery process will take 

months even years in many cases. The exodus of our troops and Afghans that worked with them, 

from Afghanistan means we will absorb many thousands of  

refugees fleeing the Taliban into our communities. They will need sponsors, homes, and language 

skills to make their new country not just a safe haven, but a home.  

“Indifference is a paralysis of the soul, a premature death.” Anton Chekov 

“The opposite of love is not hate but indifference.” – Elie Wiesel 

Bob Pierce, the founder of World Vision, used this prayer to keep his perspective as he worked 

among and for the poor of this world: “Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of 

God.” We all struggle to mourn these losses and grieve with those who are in the midst of them.  

When people become statistics in our eyes, when we no longer see faces but numbers, our 

compassion fades, our apathy grows and we retreat into social Darwinism, the survival of the fittest. 

So, I implore you to keep Bob Pierce’s prayer close to our lips and open your heart to generous 

giving in this time of crisis. 

Episcopal Migration Ministries is working to provide for Afghans who have fled their homeland.  

https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/donate-now/ 

World Central Kitchen is on the ground in Haiti and Louisiana providing meals to the victims of the 

Haitian earthquake and Hurricane Ida. 

https://donate.wck.org/give/236738/#!/donation/checkout 

The American Red Cross is on the ground in Louisiana, Mississippi and other areas affected by 

Hurricane Ida, as well as, helping those displaced by the wildfires in the West. 

https://www.redcross.org/donate/donation.html/ 

Be generous in your heart as the Lord has been generous to you. 

Peace 

Jeff+ 

 

 

 

https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/donate-now/
https://donate.wck.org/give/236738/#!/donation/checkout
https://www.redcross.org/donate/donation.html/
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

  1     Laura Hewitt 
  4     Melissa Steczak 
  5 Nonie Turville 
  6 Charles Sawyer 
  6 Christiana Vaughan 
  7 Jerrie Taylor 
  8     Brewster Brown 
  9     Betsy Brown 
  9     Steve Kelly 
10 Emily Jenkins 
10     Erin Hughes Jones 

 
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants: Laura, Melissa, Nonie, Charles, Christiana, Jerrie, 

Brewster, Betsy, Steve, Emily, Erin, Sarah, Hugh, Charlie, Hinton,  Jennie, Julian, Sue, Jonathan, Wynne, and Julie, as they 

begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their 

lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

19       Allen & Caroline Eure 
25       Everett & Sarah Josey 
26 Zein & Sarah Rahman 
 
“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  
Send therefore your blessing upon Allen and Caroline, Everett and Sarah, Zein and Sarah,  that they may so love, honor, and 
cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

13     Sarah Simons Josey 
14     William Hugh Jones III 
15     Charlie Brooks  
16     Hinton Taylor 
18 Jennie Burgess Byers 
22 Julian Taylor 
23 Sue Liverman  
24     Jonathan Johnston 
25     Wynne Overton 
28 Julie Shields 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for September 2021 

Acolytes  

 

 

Altar Flowers  

 

 

 
 
Altar Guild 

   Sarah Davis and Dawn Ferguson 
 

Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays)  

  1  George Owens 

  8  Jeff Douglas 

15  Peggy Vann 

22  Bubba Peele 

29  Patsy Jones 

Lay Readers 

  5 10:30 AM 

 

Holy Eucharist Sarah Davis 

12 
 

    8:00 AM 
10:30 AM 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Eucharist 

OPEN 
Hugh Davis 

15 6:00 PM Evening Prayer Hugh Davis 

19 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist Martie Tayloe 

22 6:00 PM Evening Prayer Martie Tayloe 

26 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist                    Claudia Griffin 

29 6:00 PM  Evening Prayer 

Ushers 

Johnny Griffin and Jack Vaughan 

Yard Work 

  5  Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 

12  Bubba Peele and Clyde & Ann Hughes 

19  Bubba Peele and Clyde & Ann Hughes 

       26  Julian Taylor and Jamie Johnson 

  5  Jerrie Taylor and Cecelia Jones 

12  Bill Blanchard 

19  Hugh Davis 

26  Gretchen Simons and  and Mac Griffin 

  5  Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Hughes 

12  Rev'd and Mrs. Jeff Douglas 

19  Ms. Bea Vaughan 

26  Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Carter 
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A Place to Belong … A Place to Believe. 

 

 

  


